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Of Christ, wiether he be real divinity. oe ee mentioned LHESC ¢ ecellencies, in 
; which ali christians agree, and which con- 


- | spire to set forth his glory in its iruth and 





Requested by Mica. 
This is a subject so sacred, so importa reality 
. ‘ J +yMe ” 
in its consequences, and so much controver- |" 7". ate ee 
ied in the christian world, that it becomes | Phe point of great importance, and on 
| which we ought to treat with the highest 
me and (I think) every other person, to; <a hg airs 
sneak on it with modesty and with the most, TeVerence and respect, is, whether Jesus 
—— sane ae re it ! , Christ be realiy God, as well as man. 
profound reverence and respect. ; 
It appears to lave been the design of: 
‘ . fa] . ' 
God the Father to exalt his Son, Jesus, 
Christ, tothe highest pitch of glory and| 
honor; thatangels, authorities and pow-; *0' fy . pe thoy 
» eulier im: that erery | Which cangot (as I understand them) be 
ers should be subject to him; that every ot (i rst em | 
toncue should confess that Jesus Christ, Comsidered in that point of light. God the 
ihe . ae 26 ape ~otre ‘i ee Lor sia aieiiel 5 evades teria - 
was Lord to the glory of God the Father ; | eager eae bn any ue Bagge Son, 
that he should be head over al! things to," the sag ws equal. My Fath r is 
the church, and that the church should be g7eater than I, said Christ, Joba xiv. 25. 
his body ; that he should be the captain of! It is evident that Christ is the friend of 
our salvation, the great shepherd and bishep | sinners, that he dted for sinners, that he 
of our souls. In fine, God hath qualified | infercedes for sinners. This cannot make 
aad appointed him to seek and save that, hin and his Father to be one, ifthe Father 
which is lost. hates sinners. If the Father and the Son 
From this design, and from the actual | both love sinners ; still this will not prove 
undertaking of Christ and the promises } there equality or oneness, because the Son 
make to him for grace and success + it will was sent and the lather sent him. If Christ 
~ ; . r : P , all} > } ore Zt Ic . } » 
appear, that Christ 1S exalte d far above all be the image ot God, he is not God himself, 


There are several passeges of Scripture, 
which have been considered in full proof of 
the divinity of Jesus Christ; or that he ‘is 
God as well as man; and there are many 


heavens, that he migiit fit all things. unless the image of a thing and the thing 

, itself, be one andthe same. But Christ is 
the image of the invisible God, ii. Cor. iv. 
4. Who is the image of God. Heb. i. 3.— 
The express image of his person. He is 
the first born of every creature. Col. i. 15. 
The naturai idea of this expression is, that 
Christ was set up (in the divine. purpose) 
before all creatures, and for that reason igs 
said to be the first born of every creature. 
It certainly inilitates against the sentiment 
of his real divinity ; forif he were really 
Ged, why is he said to be the first born of 
creatures? That he was made perfect 
through sufferings, (Heb. ii. 10.) is an ex- 
pression, which will be very difficult, (not 
to say impossible,) to be applied to God 
himself. Christ prayed, fasted, suffered, 
died, rose from the dead, ascended into hea- 
ven and intercedes for man. None of these 
can apply toGod. The divine being can 


The namos and titles given to him con-} 
firm the above truth, and every thing con-: 
spires to convince the mind that all the beau- 
ties of nature, (ow great they soever be ) 
are too mean to set forth the worth and ex- 
cellency of our Saviour. 

His perfect obedience, as a fulfilment | 
of the law and as an example for our imita- } 
tion, tend to this exaltation. 

His obedience unto death, even the death 
of the cross, making this captain of our sal- 
vation perfect through suffering, is assigned 
by the Apostle Paul, as a qualification for 
the highest honor and glory; fur he says, 
“ wherefore God, also, hath highly exalted | 
him, and given him a name, which is above 
every name, that at the name of Jesus eve- 
ry knee should bow, of things in heaven, 
and things in earth and things under the 
arth, and that every tongue should confess 





that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of 
God the Father. 
Thus, (that it may not seem, that we 








derogate from the excellence of Christ,)| 





never suffer nor die: He cannot be suscep- 
tible of pain or distress, nor can he be said 
to descend from leaven, or to ascend thith- 
er, for he fills immensity. All these ex- 
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pressions (which are easy to be understood ) 
are full to this import, that Christ was so 
far from being God himself, that he was in 
subordination to him, and received all his 
qualifications and authority from him ; grace 
was poured into his lips; therefore God 
hath blessed him forever. 

Thus lt bave mentioned a few of the ma- 
ny passages which are confined in their 
signification to a dependaut being, and can- 
net apply to him who is all-suficient, in- 
dep ndent and self-existent. 

Phat God the Father is infinite in ail 
his attributes, seems to me to render it im- 
possible that he should have an equal.— 
Hence on every principle of reason and 
philosophy, the affirmation of more than 
one infinite being would be absurd. 

‘There are (it must be confessed) several 
passages, which have led a great part of the 
christian world to believe that Christ was 
God, equal with the Father and one with 
him. Uhe word was God, John i. 1. Land 
my Father are one. John x. 30.—thought 
it not robbery to be equal with God. Phil. 
ii. 6. 

These are passages perhaps, as much to 
the purpose in supporting the divinity of 
Christ, as any which can be named; ane 
if there be but one sense, in which they can 
be understood, and that one confines us to 
real deity, or to the self-existent and infinite 
Jehovah; then I frankly acknowledge that 
the point in favor of the divinity of Christ 
is established. But there are senses, in 
which these passages may be understood, 
different from the one mentioned. The 


Besides, the expressions, “ Land myF., 
are one;” “the word was God 7 woul 
prove too much; for Christ prayed Pte, 
lievers might be one with him, as he he: 
one with the Father. Now if Christ Fy 
being one with God, be God really + thee 
jour being one with Christ as he is one wih 
ithe Father, would make us to be God like. 
| wise. We should not wonder if the ch ns 
itian world as well as the Jews should call 
this blasphemy. Thus this declara; 
“the word was God,” does not prove 
| Deity of Jesus Christ. 

The passage, “ thought it not robbery t, 
be equal with God,” for reasons. which 
have been assigned, cannot mean equality 
as to self-existence and infinity; for they 
he could never have been begotten; where. 
as he was the only begotten of the father. 

It will be inquired in what sense Chris 
can be equal to God, if he be not God? Ang 
All the wisdom and power, which in God. 
was necessary to govern and save the world: 
was delegated to Jesus Christ: so that he, 
in governing and saving the world, mana. 
ges every thing in that manner, which js 
agreeable to the divine will or the father’s 
will. Now if Cliist, with his delegated 
power, perform the work assigned him as 
the Governor aud Saviour of the old word to 
the entire satisfaction of the father; then 
hein this work, is in equality with the fa. 
ther. 

Thus from the different senses, in which 
the Scriptures speak, and in which they are 
in many expressions, to be understood; we 
may fairly conclude, that Christ is no 





ion, 


the 





judges of the earth are called Gods. Psa. 


where, in scripture represented to be the 





ixxxii. 6. I have said ye are Gods. When! 
the Jews required Christ to tell them plain- 
lv who he was, and whence he was; He 
informs them that he and his Father are 
one. When the Jews were ready to stone 
him for this supposed blasphemy ; he quotes 
this very psalm ; is it not written in your 
law, I said ye are Gods ? If he called them 
Gods unto whom the word of God came 
and the Scriptures cannot be broken 3 say 
ye of him, whom the father hath sanctified 


Supreme and self existent Deity.“ He is 
the image of the invisible God, and the 
Jirst of every creature.” . 
REMARKS. 

The subject to which we have now atten- 
ded, will, no doubt, be censured by many 
christians, and be treated as an error of a 
dangerous nature. It is thought to be derog- 
atory to the ylory of Christ, on whose 
shoulders rests the government of the 
world. 





and sent into the world, thu blasphemest, 

because I said J am the son of God? Here | 
it appears plain to me, that Christ did not | 
in his explanation tothe Jews, mean to be 
vaderstood that he was God himself; but 
the Son of God, or one authorised and an-- 
nointed by him. Ifthis be correct, the ex- | 
pression, “ the word was God,” does not’ 
prove that Jesus Christ the word, was real- | 
ly God, but one acting in perfect agrcement 

with him, and in subordination to him.— | 


> : : ’ Seri 

but research in the doctrines of Scrip- 
ture is laudable as well as in other branches 
of science. ‘The doctrine of the oneness 


of Christ with the Father as to his self-ex- 


istence and infinity, hath ever been doubted, 
by some in the christian world, and it has 
always been impossible for the greatest 
sticklers thereof, to explain it to the satis- 
faction of an inquiring mind. 

It is natural for the young and inexpet'- 
enced to fall in with the sentiments of thei! 
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‘thers and superiors, and the generality of 
nankind receive these sentiments from 
heir forefathers without examination. Be- 
ing habituated to this mode of proceeding, 
hey are wont to conclude, that their system 
is just, and that its truth ought not to be 
called in question with impunity. Hence 
arises the bitter spirit against a free and 
liberal inquiry. 

But from the uncontroverted increase. of 
knowledge respecting atonement ; sadisfac- 
tion made to the justice of God; vicari- 
ous sufferings, &c. Fc. 3 it is not unreason- 
able to conclude, that some advances in 
knowledge have been made in the doctrine 
of Christ’s divinity. 

[n many iustances, divine providence has 
raised up and qualified men to be leaders 
of the people and saviours of their country. 
All the wisdom and other qualifications ne- 
cessary to perform the work assigned them, 
has been granted. ‘Thus Moses, Joshua, 
samuel, David, the prophets, &c. Among 
the heathen, there was Cyrus, &c. In 
modern times we have seen a Washington, 
&e. 

Now, when we consider the universal 
prevalence of sin and its consequent miser- 
ies, which none of the aforementioned wor- 
thies were able to irradicate 3 is it unreason- 
able te suppose, that God, who will have 
ail men to be saved and come to the knowl- 
edge of the truth, should authorise and 
qualify the first born of every creature, to 
accomplish this work? The greatest and 
best of men, notwithstanding they have been 
instruments of great good to the state 3 have 
had spots and blemishes in their characters, 
and yet have been entitled to great honor 
and respect: and is there not the highest 
propriety, that Jesus Christ, who was holy, 
harmless, undefiled and separate from sin- 
ners ; who was a perfect example for our 
imitation, and the Saviour of all men; 
should be (by God) exalted to his own right 
liand in the heavenly places; and, by us, 
be considered the highest among ten thous- 
ands and altogether lovely ? 

All this is in the highest degree suitable 
aud becoming in men, tho’ he be only the 
brightness of the Father’s glory and the ex- 
press image of his person. 

Eprror. 





From the Universalist Magazine. 
CELEBRATION. 
Messrs. Editors.—At the request of the 
Society, and agreeably to previous notice in 
le public prints, a number of ministering 





brethren aseembled at Gloucester, Mass. on 
the 3d inst. for the purpose of aitending the 
semi-century commemoration of the first 
preaching of Universal grace and salvation 
in that place, fifty years from that day, by 
the late Rev. John Murray. 

This occasion awakened in many bosoms 
the most interesting and sacred recollec- 
tions. ‘The goodness and help of Divine 
Providence “ in the day of smail things ;” 
the faith, patience and perseverance with 
which some endured trials ; and the peace, 


joy, and triumphant hope in which many 


others had finished their earthly course, 
passed in review before us in the animated 
visions of remembrance, and reminded us 
of onr sacred obligations of gratitude and 
faithfulness to Heaven, for the success and 
prosperity of that holy faith which now 
causes the pulsations of joy to beat high in 
so many hearts, in the full assurance of uni- 
versal happiness, through the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

The pubiic services of the morning were 
introduced by the reading of the second 
chapter of St. Paul to the Corinthians, first 
Epistle ; and after singing. continued by 
an introductory address, by Br. Thomas 
Whittemore of Cambridgeport, on the im- 
portance of the occasion, the propricty of 
commemorating the joy with which the 
proclamation of God’s universal salvation 
was at first received by the believing Glou- 
cesterians 3 the sufferings and persecutions 
through which they had contended for the 
faith delivered unto them ; and the success 
which had crowned their perseverance in 
the doctrine of impartial grace: after which 
he also offered the introductory prayer. 

A sermon was then delivered by Br. 
Paul Dean, of Boston, from the 7th chapter 
of the 1st of Sam. and the 12th verse.— 
“Hitherto hath the Lord helped us.” In 
which were noticed the good Providence 
and favor of God, in sending to this coun- 
try, his servant, the late Rev. John Murray, 
to preach to its since free, independent aud 
favored inhabitants, the “Grace of God 
that bringeth salvation to all men; and in 
the success which attended and favored 
his personal labors—in the courage ond 
constancy with which the early believers of 
this Heavenly Doctrine met, sustaine:!, and 
overcome the trials of excomiounication, 
calumny and oppression, in the name, a1 
for the sake of christian liberiy— ir: 
progress which has attended this cause in 
that place, and in our commonwealth and 
country, notwithstanding the tide of 
mined opposition which set against it-—— ar 
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GOSPEL ADVOCATE, 
in the gift of Br. Thomas Jones, asa second ; These animating services were inters sens 
gift and messenger of “ good tidings from aj wiih excellent and appropriate are re 
far country,” to be the Pastor and guardian I the choir, attended by fall and solemnly ib. 
of the first Universalist Church gathered in | tentive audiences, and closed with a Ph, 
America. The mention of some of the prayer by Br. Thomas G. Panuen 2 
many final and universal prevalence of this | Newton, Mass. After which, we re: 
grace, the felicity which will attend its tri-| to Col. Pierce’s, by whose christian Shes 
umph, and the duty of those who are per-| ality and attention, in connexion With 
mitted to look for its coming, finished the | others, we were entertained in a mow 
discourse. The concluding prayer was by | friendly manner. Py ourselves and tens 
Br. Zelotes Fuller, of Charton, Mass. | others, we feel assured this celebration wi 

In the afternoon the first prayer was of- | be long remembered, and numbered, amono 
fered by Br. Brazillai Streeter of Troy, N./ the happiest occasions ef our lives, Ani 
Y. and tie disconrse given by Br. Sebastian | we cherish the hope and belief that the 
Streeter, of Boston, from the Ist of Cor. iii. | semi-century return of this day will be eek 
10, “ According to the grace of God which] ebrated with religious gratitude and joy, 
is given unto me, as a wise master builder,| until Christ shall have an alter iy oneal 
Thave laid the foundation, and another} place, and at every altar, an herald of sj. 
buildeith thereon.” In which it was ably} vation ministering to his redeemed. 
and eloquently shown that Christ Jesus the By order PAUL DEAN, 
Lord, as preached by the Apostle, Jom] ps. The Editors of all Universalist pe 
Murray, and others, is the sure, the only} riodical publications, are requested to ip. 
sure and precious foundation laid in Sion} cert the above. 


for the salvation of the world. He con- Pp 
tinued by describing the support and com- 

. " i } ~ : ) ~ : ) ac , 
fort which this benignant sentiment has From the Gospel Herald. 


yielded, and still yields its sincere tollowers 
in the hour of affliction and death; and 


EVENING REFLECTIONS, 


conciuded by ingeniously setting forth and By a Young Lady. 
defending the mild and happy influence, Who, that is pleased in contemplating 


which as it advances, it will exert upon the] the works of nature, can walk forth to en- 
minds and hearts of men, and upon all the|joy the pleasures of her odorous gardens, 
institutions of society. Br. Ezra Leonaid,{and breathe the zephyrs from over the 
of Cape Ann, made the concluding prayer. | mountain’s misty top, or through the ver- 
The evening service of said day was|{dant valley's silent groves, and nottrace the 
commenced with prayer by Br. Hubbard] hand of God in al! that he beholds $ or not 
H. Winchester, of Wilmington, Vt. and} feel a realizing sense of gratitude to Hin 
continued by an interesting sermon from] who has preserved the beauty, harmony and 
Br. Hosea Ballou 2d, of Roxbury. Text} order of the vegetable kingdom! The wav- 
Isaiah Ix. 2, 3, 3. “For behold the dark-}ing fields of grain, the blooming orchards 
ness shall cover the earth, and gross dark- | and the fertile meadows, all evince the good- 
nes the people: but the Lord shall arise |ness of an overruling Power, and lead the 
upon thee, aud his glory shall be seen upon | reflecting mind to contemplate his obliga 
thee. And the Gentiles shall come to thy | tion to the source whence all these blessings 
licht, and Kings to the brightness of thy | flow. 
rising. Lift up thine eyes round about,} When night’s sable curtain overspreads 
and see: all they gather themselves togeth- | the earth, and all are silenced to repose, the 
er, they came to thee: thy sons shall come | contemplative mind can indulge in medita 
from iar, and thy daughters shall be nursed | tion’s pleasing themes. All is presented to 
at thy side.” He contrasted the views of| our view ina solemn aspect. If we cast 
religion which prevailed in these parts fifty |our eyes up to the firmament, we behold 
years ago, with those more rational and en-|the vaulted canopy of heaven besplangled 
lightened, which are entertained at the with a multiplicity of twinkling luminaries, 
present day ; and inferred from thence the each of which proclaims the reality of @ 
speedy approach of that blessed day, when | wonder-working Hand, by whose wisdom 
divine light and truth shall disperse the | the planetary system is kept in harmonious 
darkness, and fill the whole earth with the | order. But as we contemplate the solemn 
glory of the Lord, and bring all the sons sight, new scenes of observation are Col 
avd daughters of Adam to worship before tinually presented before us ;—while view- 
him inthe beauties of perfect holiness.— | ing with admiration the starry heavens, "' 
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final end of man ? 








we cast 2 look to the eastern herizon, we 
behold the moon, risiug from obseurity, 
mount her way through trackless ether, 
while her silver beains reflecting ca thie 
scene below, bespeak the power and good- 
ness of the Creator. 

While contemplating the revolving scenes 
of nature, the question involuntary arose in 
my mind, What ts man? born yesterday, 
and to morrow forgotten ! Though the morn- 
ing of his days may dawn clear as. the e- 
therial heavens, without a cloud to shadow | 
his fair prospects, though wealih may spread 
her luxurious boonties around him, and the 
journey of life present a flowery path, in 
which no thorns appear, nor thistles spring, 
but joys innumerzble to rise, to meet him 
on his way ;—though he may form in his 
imagination a life free from anxious care or 
grief, and create to himself a world of ideal 
happiness, yet, ere he attain that happiness 
to which his ardent hopes aspire, he will 
discever the dark cloud of adversitv arise 
and ready to burst upon his head; while 
the chilling blast of disappointment sweeps 
away his strongest expectations. But should 
fortune smile still more propitious to his fond 
desires, should she prosper him in all his 
undertakings, and he attain to ail his youth- 
ful mind aspired to,—should he to wealth 
add honor, and his fame resound afar, ask 
him, whether unalloyed felicity reigns in 
his breast ? Or, if he has attained to the 
summit of his wishes ? Will he not amswer, 
No? Heis still a being susceptible of all 
the calamities incident to human life. As 
the mind of man was formed for something 
higher he is ever restless and discontented. 
{n the most prosperous condition he aspires 
to something unpossessed. 

Why this anxious solicitude for the tri- 
fling phantoms of an hour ? What is the life 
of man, buta fleeting shadow? If traced 
from the cradle to the tomb, it seemeth like 
adream. The present is all that we can 
claim ; while the past lies sinking into ob- 
livion, the futare is locked in obscurity.— 
Thus the wing of time rapidly car- 
ries man through the journey of life, till 
death comes to perform his office, and 
shroud him in his native clay. Is this the 
Was he formed only to 
dream of happiness, and then to sink into 
the grave of annihilation ? Surely, this can- 
not be! There is an innate principle im- 





planted in his breast, which whispers, He 
shall live again ; while the Scriptures testi- | 
fy that man shall rise to the participation of | 
an endless life. 

Here I pause—L would inquire, Is the | 
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love of God reciprocally for cach suffering 
son of Adam? Does he rule over his chil- 
dren without partially ? Surely, we must 
conclude that he does, if we believe his tes- 
timcay, that “ the wisdom that is from above 
is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, easy to 
be entreated, fall of metcy aud good fruits, 
without partiality, and without hypocrisy,” 
"Phe Scriptures alsotestify, that He “is good 
unto all, and his tender mercies are over all 
his works.” [f so, then a// must be the re- 
cipients of his goodness. Where then is 
the child of endless wretchedness and wor 
Where is the victim doomed to intermina- 
ble flames, beneath Jehovah’s ire? My feel- 
ings are harrowed with the thought of this, 
and sympathetic nature recoils at an idea so 
incompatible with infinite goodness. Surely 
a doctrine of endless misery, must be a fab- 
ricated tale, without a shadow of reality.— 
For ifa Being infinite in all his perfections, 
has called into existence rational intelligen- 
ces, it must be ultimately to accomplish their 
greatest possible good. When first limagin- 
ed [ could discover a gleam of bope for the 
whole iuman family, elated with the idea, 
I was ready to felicitate myself with the be- 
lief that a// the family of man would be en- 
circled in the arms of a Saviour, and final- 
ly conducted to the beatific regions of end- 
less bliss. But sensible of my imbecility, 
and unwilling to confide in my own under- 
standing and knowledge, I sought for in- 
formation in the temples of religion, in the 
expectation of hearing, from the lips of those 
who are called “ Ambassadors of Christ,” 
the mild and consolatory tidings of “ free re- 
demption” for the children of men 3 calcu- 
lated to breathe peace to the disconsolate 
mind, comfort to the bicken hearted, and 
thus reconcile man to his present suflerings. 
But instead of the peaceful doctrine of “ the 
common salvation,” how often has my 
heart been chilled by the cold and merciless 
doctrine of endless misery ! And in a man- 
ner apparently more like an ostentatious dis- 
play of talents, than indicating a realizing 
sense of the cruel doctrine they were propa- 
gating, have I heard them disclose the final 
separation, which, they say, will be made in 
the family of man ; when a few (the chosen 
favorites of their Creator) are welcomed to 
the paradise above, whilethe greater part 
are doomed to adark abyss where no ray 
of light can penetrate their gloomy minds, 
nor a gleam of hope appear to mitigate their 
pains. 
awful denunciations, my heart recoiled at 
an idea so dishonorary to God. My reason 
forbade me to cherish a sentiment so oppo- 


But as I lent a listening ear to their 
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site to infinite love, and unerring wisdom 5; last No. of the North American Review. 
and which appears to involve in one mass | “The establishment of Christianity is 
of absurdity, the whole system of religious; the most sublime and charming spectacle 
worship. Readily would I retire from such | presented by the annals of the human race. 
public discussions of the Sciptures, to enjoy | ‘The notion of the Deity cleared of the gross 
the satisfaction of a private meditation, and, fables, that had so long disguised it, was 
peruse the oracles of Diyine truth for my-) exhibited to the world in ail its grandeur 


self. 


{and purity, uniting the attributes of infinite 


I know some will savy, The doctrine of power, wisdom and goodness, the charac- 
universal benevolence, and impartial good-| ters of the first ereating cause, aud of an 
hess, ought not to be proclaimed, even if it} overruling providence, that watches con- 


be true! L would ask such, Of what avail 


can be the promulgation of the doctrine of: fection. 


stanily over his creatures with paternal af- 
The Gospel explained to us the 


endless misery ? Surely, it cannot tend to} deep mystery of our nature and destiny, and 


reform mankind from sins; for a doctrine 
that represents God to be eruel, merciless 
and revengefal, must of necessity lead _ its 
advocates to practise the same, for by so do- 
ing, they would imitate the character they 
have given of their “heavenly Father. I 
would appeal 
ask, Whether a system which supposes a 
man may yield to every sinful inclination 
through life, and by repentance at the hour 
of death, escape from the punishment due 
to him for his crimes, does not give a much 
greater latitude to sin, than that system 
which teaches that sin, and its consequence, 
suffering, are simultaneous 3 or inseparably 
connected 7 Whatcan be more likely to 
lead men to the practice of piety, than a 
belief in the universal benevolence of God 
Believing that he is a Being of infinite love, 
promoting the good of his children, will 
they not feel a desire to imitate his glorious 
perfections ? How transporting the thonght 
that the period will arrive when rage and 
fear, and all the angry passions of the mind, 
shall be hushed to repose ! when sin, error 
and superstition, shall be consigned to the 
grave of oblivion, and the human heart be 
the abode of friendship, transformed to love 
—when “ all the families of the earth” shall 
compose one harmonious band, no longer 
suffering the pangs of unbelief, but deliver- 
ed from the shackles of sin and error, and 
illuminated by the light of truth, shall bask 
in the sunbeams of Righteousness, wor!d 
without end. Thus through the wasteless 
ages of eternity, shall man participate the 
impartial goodness of his Maker, who unso- 
licited conferred being, conducted him tri- 


. . { 
to every candid mind, and 


revealed to us the transitory character of 
the present life, and the sublimity of our 
origin an@ future prospects. It gave to usa 
perfect code of morals, which sanctifies all 
the social ties, purities the natural aflec- 
| ions, consoles and supports us in adversity, 
rewards us for every sacrifice, and inspires 
the most complete and generous forgetful- 
ness of self. The Gospel represents the 
Divinity under the form of a kind and 
heavenly Father, and commands us to wor- 
ship him in spiritandin truth. It strength- 
ens and sanctifies the notion of moral duty, 
by connecting it with religious feeling and 
with the hopes and fears of retribution.— 
It breathes into the heart of each individual 
and into the common frame of society, the 
new and living principle of love to God 
and man. Distracted with agonizing 
doubts, and crushed to the earth with a load 
of sorrows, the human race received with 
transports the revelation of this divine doc- 
trine, which satisfied all their wishes, re- 
moved all uncertainties, and opened to the 
virtuous and the wretched the most encour- 
aging prospects. How beautiful on the 
mountains are the feet of those that bring 
good tidings. Such a system carried as it 
were in its efforts internal evidence of its 
heavenly origin. | There was also this dis- 
tinct and peculiar blessing in the Christian 
dispensation that it was not an exclusive 
gift, confined in its distribution to a certain 
few, but addressed itself freely and equally 
to all. In its nature it was a common 
privilege, as large and general as the air.— 
It even looked as a partiality upon the poor 
and humble, took by the hand such persons 





umphantly through the perils of his mortal 
life, and, in the hour of death, quickened | 
him with the spirit of immortality into the) 
heaven of eternal rest ! | 
————— { 
CHRISTIANITY. 
>> An extract from Gerando’s “ History 
of Philosophy,” which is reviewed in the | 





asthe world had abandoned, visited the 
most obscure dwellings, and caressed little 
children with peculiar fondness. 

The mythological allegories, of the pa- 
gans were probably intended as vehicles of 
sublime truths; but they were only commu- 
nicated to a few, and as a profound myste- 
ry. Their philosophers had arrived by 
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meditation at the knowledge of many sound jest relations, and having invited about forty 
doctrines in theology and morals; butthese | persons to an entertainment, he addressed 
were still the subjects of grave dispute a- | them, in substance thus: No man can of- 
mong the deepest thinkers, and could not | fer his kindred a greater blessing than I can 


be understood by the mass of mankind.— | now offer you,—happiness both in this life 


This forgotten and neglected mass, never. | and that which is to come. Who among 
theless covers the face of the world, per-/ you will become my assistant, and my vice- 
forms all the labor, and endures all the suf-; gerent.” After a short hesitancy, one, Ali 
ferings ; and it was the precise object of) arose, declared he would stand by him, and 
christianity to raise the character and im-, vehemently threatened those who should 


prove the condition of this portion of soci- 
ety. It debased the proud and exalied the 
humble; it viewed all men, of whatever 


condition or country, as one great family of 


brothers. 

‘‘ Such in its primitive beauty, was the 
theory of our religion, and we see it realized 
in the early practice of the church. The 
first chvistians were few in number, and un- 
der the influence of a firm faith, which vith 
them had overcome the prejudices of edu- 
cation, and all interested motives. ‘They 
were penetrated with the true spirit of their 
religion, and rose above the terrors of per- 
secution, danger, and death itself. How 
admirable is their conduct, as described in 
the Acts ofthe Apostles, and the writings 
ofthe Fathers. They held every thing in 
common, had but one heart and soul, were 
full of zeal in doing good, and patient in suf- 
fering evil, perfect patterns of kindness, gen- 
orosity and courage, real sages without 
knowing it, and they outdid in their humble 
walks of life the sublime virtues, which we 
admire in the conduct of the greatest and 
best men.” 





From the Christian Intelligencer. 


MAROMET. 


Mahomet, the son of a Pagan and a Jew- 
ess, was born in Mecca, city of Arabia, A. 
D. 570. Owing to the poverty of his parents, 
he did not enjoy the advantages of an educa- 
tion. His father died when Mahomet was 
but a child, and he was taken under the 
guardianship of his uncle, who employed 
him, when of sufficient age, to go with his 


‘oppose them. Mahomet soon began to 
| preach publicly, upbraiding the people for 
‘their idolatry, obstinacy and perverseness. 
| He was opposed and often threatened with 
destruction; but nothing could intimidate 
him in the least. He was artful, persuasive 
and persevering. In the 12th year of his 
mission, he announced his marvellous tour 
from Mecca to Jerusalem, from thence to 
heaven, where he conversed with God, as 
did Moses on the Mount. Some of his fol- 
lowers discredited the story, but others who 
were more influential, giving it full credit, 
itraised his reputation to an astonishing 
height. The next year, one Masal return- 
ed to Mecea from Medina, with 73 men and 
2 women, who had embraced the prophet’s 
doctrine, and offered to assist him in his 
great work; he accordingly received them 
after putting them under the most solemn 
obligations to defend him, as they would 
their own wives and children; but if they 
lost their lives in his defence, they were to 
be rewarded with Paradise. Thus far he 
had propagated his religion by persuasion, 
flattery and the promise of great rewards. 
Being compelled however to flee to Medina 
for safety, he soon made additions to his 
spiritual soldiers, and proclaimed his au- 
thority from the Almighty, to defend his 
religion by the sword. 


To add to the dignity of his pretensions, 
Mahomet, employed one Sergius, a Jewish 
Monk, to assist him in composing and wri- 
ting the alkoran ; a book of 114 chapters, 
of very unequal lengths; abounding with 
the most extraordinary compilation of in- 





consistent and absurd theories and precepts. 


caravans from Mecca to Damascus; or as} The Koran asserts the divine legation of 


some say, took him into Assyria, and en- 


| the Prophet, and contains numerous threat- 


trusted him in the business of a merchant. ! enings against infidels, or such as dispute 


At the age of 28, he married a widow of 
great wealth, and was at once placed ona 
level with the richest in Mecca. Thus 
raised to advantageous circumstances, he 
formed his plan for establishing a new reli- 


the Prophet of the Most High. 


| his mission. 
| ly obscure, the work destitute of connexion, 
-and would probably excite little attention 
| but for its silly and sublime accounts of 
) i miracles, and_ revelations. 
gion, by imposing himself on the people, as 


The composition is frequent- 


In the 22 
chapter, the Imposter first asserts his right 


At first,} to defend his faith with the sword ; after 


he cautiously opened his views to his own | that, such accounts are frequent. 


family ; he next made conyerts of his near- 


At this rash and adventitious step, his 
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whole system “might have been exposed, 
had he not put to ‘death, all his confidants 3 
who understood his infernal plot. Thus | 
freed from disquietudes he gave full exer- 
cise to his ambition, rapacity and cruelty. 
His religion required blind obedience of an 


ignorant, enslaved people. Piacing himself 


ut the head of a credulous aud submissive 

my, Mahomet extended his temporal and 
mn Ale dominion, probably beyond his 
own early expectations. Tle promised his 
faithful soldiers infinite recompense in 
heaven, for the injuries they might sustain 
in his cause 3 and to inflame their ambition 
to desperati: mt led them to expect the soci- 


ety of celestial beauties in Paradise, of 


whose charms the angel Gabriel could not 
form too higha Pi 

Athis death, Mahomet said he was “ go- 
ing to repose in the arms of the Eternal.” 
He was put into a spacious vault, contigu- 
ous to the grand Mosque of Medina, in 
which a box. or cotiin, supposed to have 
contained his body, is said to stand, erect, 
detached froin all around it 3 probably ow- 
ing to its being made of steel, diseuised by 
some hind of composition, and elevated by 
some magnetic preparation, whicli to the 
observer is indiscoverable. In this brie! 
sketch, 1 shall omit a more detailed account 


of the vault and its ee furniture. 
IBSER\ A’ VOR. 


THE SAFE RETREAT. 

“ Retreat from your dishonorable courses, 
ye who by licentiousness, extravagance, 
and vice, are abusers of the world! You 
are degrading, you are ruining yourselves. 
You are misemploying the gifts of God ; 
and the giver will not fail to punish. A- 
wake to the pursuits of men of virtue aud 
honor. Break loose from the magic circle, 
within which you are at present held. Re- 
ject the poisoned cup which the enchantress 
Pleasure holds up to your lips. Draw a- 
side the veil waich she throws over your 
You will then see other objects than 


eyes. 
Fay will see a dark 


you now behold. 


abyss opening benc: ri i: Your feet. You will | 


y ‘ 


see virtue and tempersace marking oui the 


road which conducts to true felicity.” — | 


Biain. 


—_——— 


Slander.— Against slancer there is no 
deience. Hell cannot boast so foul a fiend, 
nor man deplore so teila foe: fi is with as 
word—with a nod—with a losk—with a 
smile : it is the pestilence walking ia dark- 


ness, spre: ding contagion far and wide, 
which the most wary traveler Canuot avoid, 
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It is the oust. searching daever of the as- 

sussin.—It ts the poisone cd arrow whose 
| Wound is incurable.—It is the moral sting 
jot the dex cdl adder. Slurd ris its employ- 
| ment—dnnocence its prey—and Rua its 
Sport. ; —- 

Eternal punishment.—The right that 
God hath in his creatures is founded in the 
benefits he hath conferred on them, and the 
obligation they have to him on that account. 
ried there’s none, who because he has done 

a benefit, can have by virtue of a right to a 
greater oil than the good he has done a- 
mounts tos andI think it next to madness 
to doubt whether extreme and eternal mis- 
ery be nota greater e vil than sunple being 
isa good.—Tillotson’s Sermons. 


LIFE Is A VAPOR. 





I dream’d [ saw a rosy child, 

With flasea ringlets in a garden playing: 
Now stopping here, and afar oif straying, 
As flower and butte rily lus feet beguiled,. 


"Twas chane*d—one summer's d: y I stepp'd 
monet 
aslae 


+ | 
To let hua pass; his face had manhood’s seem- 


ing 


And that full eye of blue was fondly beaming 

On a fair maiden, whom he call’d * his bride.” 

( ¥y); - roe: Tee me 4 < 74 } arfil Ge 
nec more; "twas evening uma tne cheerful fire 


[ saw a group of youthful forms surrounding— 


The room withharmless A. leasantly resounding ; 
And in the midst, § inark’d the smiling sire. 


The heavens were clouded ! and | heard the tone 
Of a slow moving beil;—lhe while hair’d man ts 
r Pz) s 
Zon 


VF" NOTICE. 

Agreeable to the reqnest of che Governor 
of the State of New-York, the First Univer- 
salist Society of the village of Buffalo, will 
convene at the court-house, at piesisely 11 
o’clock, on Tuesday the 21st inst. for the 
purpose of uniting in thanksgiving and 
praise tothe Father of All Mercies, for his 
signal. goodness to the people of or State 

nd Union. <A discourse will be delivered 
on the occasion by the Rev. Mr. Everett 
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We ber leave to remind « toeribers te 
tI pve rk, that the Seco vocdur is ae 
bout to a clese. Those who have 

jomitted to comply with the conditions of the 


paper, are requested to forward tue amount 
1 due wi now’ Unnecessary ce lay. 7 ho-e with 


{ j \, : , ry } | re ry las 
whom special arresments paye becn made ere 


not included im this mnouce 


Buffalo. Dec. V7, 1624: 
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